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Purpose

The main aims of this Bill as introduced are to amend the Biosecurity Act 1993 (the Act) to:

e increase the maximum fine on summary conviction for the offence of making an erroneous
declaration concerning possession of risk goods from $400 to $800;

e enable the amount of infringement fees to be increased (to a maximum of $1,000) in regulations
rather than by amendment to the Act; and

e enable the detail of the infringement offence regime in the Biosecurity Act 1993 to be prescribed in
regulations made under the Act rather than specified in the Act itself.

The Bill as introduced is described in Bills Digest 1708.
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http://ourhouse.parliament.nz/NR/rdonlyres/4F2969EB-F13E-4189-A705-504439937FCD/133203/1708Biosecurity1.pdf

Main changes to the Bill

Maximum fine level increased to $1,000

The Bill as introduced raised the maximum penalty on summary conviction for an offence of an
erroneous declaration at the border from $400 to $800.

The Select Committee has recommended that this level be further raised to $1,000 (Clause 5,
amending Section 157(7) of the Act).

Infringement offences under the Act

The Select Committee has recommended that the regulations under the Act declaring offences to be
infringement offences may only apply to offences against or under the Act.
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